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*Many non-Christians & sometimes even Christians are confused about
Catholicism.
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Some think that since both Protestants & Catholics believe in God the Father &
Jesus, aren't they the same?

*They feel that while there may be differences in the rituals, but it's the same God,
So it doesn’t matter.




REBUSTIE ?

do they
Believe?

"Truly, Truly, | say to you,
unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of man and
drink his blood, you have
no life in you...(Jn. 6:53)

*To answer that we need to know what Catholics believe.
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What Catholics & Protestants agree:
*One God

*3 Personsin 1 God

«Jesus is God became flesh

«Jesus was crucified for our sins
*He rose bodily from the dead

*Man is a sinner

*He cannot save himself.

*If you compare the above to a basic gospel outline, you will see that there is
agreement as to the doctrines of Man, God, & Christ.
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But to understand the differences we need to go back to the 5 tenets, the 5
“Solas” (only) of the Reformation:

Sola Scriptura — Scripture alone, not traditions or human opinions
Sola Gratia — Grace alone, not human achievement

Sola Fides — Faith alone, not good works

Solus Christus — Christ alone, not Mary or saints

Soli Deo Gloria — Glory to God alone, not saints

Let's compare these one by one.




1. Sufficiency & authority of Scripture
*Catholics accept the OT, NT, Apocrypha, tradition, and papal declarations

*Furthermore, they held that only the Roman Catholic (“RC”) Church can properly
interpret the Bible, not laymen.

*Protestants, on the other hand, accept only OT+ NT.
*This fundamental difference is the root of many other differences.




—

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC »
TRADITIONS ..
CHRISTIAN LIFESTYLE AND BEHAVIOUR
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*Catholics base much of their teachings on tradition. Yet what does the Bible

say?
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*According to Jesus, only the Scripture cannot be broken. Man’s words will pass
away.
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Tobit

Judith

1 Macabees

2 Macabees
Wisdom of Solomon

Sirach
(Ecclesiasticus)

Baruch

The Most Widely Used
Catholic Bible in the U.S. Today!
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The Catholic bible adds 7 books from the Apocrypha which is not part of the
canon.

In turn, some of the erroneous doctrines are derived from these books e.g.
Purgatory.

10




2UR

s Vicar of Christ ?
= Substitute : anti-Christ
n fEAR ?

| I 2:11 RARBEIRE] 14
b > A AR BR
Bt E TE B -

*Besides tradition, Catholics base their doctrines on papal authority.
*RCs teach apostolic succession, which is not biblical

*They believe when the pope speaks “ex-cathedra”, he is infallible. This is wrong,
as man is error-prone.

*Even the apostle Peter, supposedly the 1st “pope”, erred & was chastised by the
apostle Paul. (Gal 2:11)

*Only Christ is the head of the Church, not the pope, who is a mere man & a
sinner.
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» Catholics call the pope “Holy Father” & priests “Father”, in direct contradiction

to Mt 23:9 “And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,' for you have one Father,
and he is in heaven.”
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*Not only are they wrong about the basis of authority, they also erred on grace
versus merits.

*RCs believe justification = being made righteous & holy.

*They believe in baptismal regeneration, & that salvation is maintained by
sacraments i.e. faith + meritorious works.

*Since their salvation depended on good works, & no one knows how much is
enough, there cannot be assurance of salvation.

*In contrast, Protestants distinguish between the one time act of justification
(declared righteous) & sanctification (ongoing process of being made
righteous)

*Good works result from or are the fruit of salvation; they are never the means.
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*Since salvation depends entirely on the finished work of Christ, we can have
assurance.




GOD THE FATHER
GOD e SON MARY THE
JESUS CHRIST MOTHER or GOD

KING/MEDIATOR/REDEEMER  QUEEN/CO-MEDIATOR/CO-REDEEMER

SAINTS AND ANGELS

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT MESSENGERS OF GOD

HOLY FATHER THE POPE

SUPREME PONTIFF OF THE HOLY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

MAGISTERIUMom CHURCH MILITANT
BISHOPS CARDINALS PRIESTHOOD
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BAPTISM - CONFESSION / PENANCE / RECONCILIATION HH
SACRIFICE OF THE MASS / HOLY EUCHARIST / COMMUNION N
CONFIRMATION - MATRIMONY - HOLY ORDERS 3

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & DYING ST

ROSARIES - HOLY WATER - SCAPULARS - PRAYERS - CANDLES
HOLY CARDS - CANDLES - RELICS - MEDALS - BLESSINGS
DEVOTIONS - PALMS - SIGN OF THE CROSS - PILGRIMAGES
SHRINES - NOVENAS - INDULGENCES - GENUFLECTING - STATIONS OF THE CROSS
INDULGENCES - STATUES - CRUCIFIXES - HOLY DAYS - ALMSGIVING - EXORCISMS
GOOD WORKS, SERVICE AND SUFFERING MERITING
FORGIVENESS OF SINS AND AND SAVING GRACE
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*RCs teach that a believer is infused with grace upon reception of the sacraments
*This is nowhere found in Scripture.
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*Because RCs erred on grace versus merits, they also erred on faith vs works.
*Catholics believe in observing the law i.e. Faith + Works — Salvation

*In fact the Bible teaches the principle of faith: Faith + Nothing (0) — Salvation
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How Do You Obtain Salvation?

Not By Peter Not By Purgatory

Not By Mary ’ Not By A Rosary
: Not By Pilgrimages
Not By Mass | % e 3 Not By Law
Not By Sprinkling 1 0/ | Not By Poverty
Not By Church |\ ' Not By Meditation

Not By Works

Attendance Not By Catechisms
Not By Tithing Not By Candles
Not By Sabbath | ¥ ) B | Not By Holy Water
Not ByPenance | [RCIIURES FSSS L 18| Not Bylncense
Not By Confession | [ 2 % g 9 || Not By Water Baptism
Not By Last Rites - Not By Devotion To Icons

"Sirs, what mustI do to be saved?
And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved..." Acts 16:30-31 K]V

RCs add many rituals & works in a vain effort to obtain salvation, when only
faith is needed.
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*The 4™ error is in the object of faith. They believe Mary :
*To be co-redemptress, contrary to:
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Has no original sin, contrary to & 1:47 ZS 81| {HZSpuE= 145 - Mary
herself needed a Savior.
*Was a perpetual virgin, contrary to =~ 13:55-56 lF;J FLAFRURIS 2 M
BIPRPUEAFAS ? P93 bLITPRLIIFES ~ 5977~ Tl - TS5 2 P9k
BRIPTTRLHT =5 ML HIAE 2 Mary had other children.
*Ascended into heaven, which is not in the Bible.
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*The 5% error is that they glorify men (saints) by praying through them as
intermediaries to gain access to God, when in fact all Christians, not just those
canonized by the RC Church, are saints (see epistles salutations).
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Besides the “5 Solas”, there are other unbiblical practices:

7 sacraments, versus only 2 (baptism & communion) instituted by Jesus:

Baptism — baptismal regeneration of infant, never found in Scripture. In NT,
baptism is ALWAYS AFTER saving faith in Christ.

£.16:31 F, |’F,j T[ER A1 aﬁfﬂ > declares that salvation is by faith.
Eucharist — trans-substantiation
Confirmation

Penance (reconciliation) — confession of sins should be made to God, not
priests
Error based on wrong interpretation of 7= 5:16 il | {1 i IF‘é”QEL s T
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Anointing of the sick

Holy orders — sharp distinction between clergy & laity, contrary to priesthood
of all believers
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Matrimony — RC forbids marriage (see next slide)
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*1 Tim 4:3 They forbid people to marry (Holy Orders) and order them to abstain
from certain foods (e.g. meat on Fridays), which God created to be received with
thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth.

oo 8:14 TRERET HAH K > LA gfjﬁ‘rlgu ?‘lﬁﬁ%% - Peter had a mother-in-
law. He was married.
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*ldols/icons — RCs have many statues or graven images as aids in worship, in
direct violation of 2" commandment.

*They hid this by dropping “You shall not make idols” from the 10 commandments,

& split the 10th commandment into 2: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house”
& “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife” , making it add up 10 again.
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*To justify works, RC introduced the idea of purgatory from Apocrytha.

*They held a low view of sufficiency of Christ's atonement; believer must pay for
his own sins, either through acts of penance, or time in purgatory.

*This is against the plain teaching od Scripture'
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DoThey Mow figree?

*Based on all the above, our conclusion is that Protestants & Catholics DO NOT
NOW AGREE!

*Catholics have an erroneous view of the sufficiency of the work of Christ, & need
the gospel to know the truth to set them free!

*We therefore need to gently but boldly share the good news with them so that
they can be saved.
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